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Artis'T
Science is 'WE'

Conservation is 'US'

It is Claude Bernard who said, "Art is 'I'; Science is "'We'." To which I
have added, "Conservation is 'Us"." Art is an individual's work, while
science is collective work; it is an incremental work. While conservation
is done by all and for all living things. Conservation of nature cannot
be done in isolation, and by one person only. It is societal responsibility

and every individual should contribute.

Dr Asad Rahmani Q

(Bengal Birders' Meet 2025)
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EDITORIAL

Hello Readers,

Monsoon & Birds: A Romance in Nature

The scent of wet earth, the crescendo of cicadas, and the burst of green across parched
landscapes - Monsoon in India is a transformation! And for birds, it is a season of song,
movement, courtship, and spectacular displays. This issue of FANTAIL celebrates that
timeless connection between rain and wings.

@ If people were seasons, she’d be monsoon. After every downpour, the garden
laughed like her, wild and free .
Meeta Ahluwalia Q

We begin this issue with Dr Asad Rahmani’s captivating feature, “Aaya Sawan Jhum Key”,
which beautifully sets the stage by exploring how birds anticipate and respond to the rhythms
of the monsoon. Following this, is my lyrical reflections of the enchanting dance of the Lesser
Florican in “Dancing With the Rain”, while Dr Indrani Ghosh, in her signature style, delves into
avian behaviour, highlighting the interplay of clouds, calls, and courtship. Soumyaijit Talukdar
then offers a glimpse into the mystical Chatak (Pied Cuckoo) and the impact of climate
change oniits arrival in India, long revered as a harbinger of rain.

Monsoon birding reveals itself across India’s varied landscapes. Rajdeep Mitra provides a
vivid perspective on how ‘mega monsoons’ shape the lives of seabirds, while Biplab Banerjee
captures the photo drama unfolding at Bhigwan in Maharashtra - a true haven for monsoon
birdwatchers.

Thisissue also includes areport on the annual event of the Birdwatchers’ Society - the Bengal
Birders’ Meet (BBM) 2025. Apart from the event report this issue also covers the marquee
milestone of the 'Special Cover release by India Post' at BBM2025, blending philately with
conservation.

Heritage too finds a place here, a Bengali article written by Amitava Purkayastha on the 19t
century Calcutta Babu’s curious pastime - bulbul fights - a reminder that history and birds
often share surprising intersections. In another contribution, our regular feature writer Biswa
Ranjan Goswami adds depth, reminding us that monsoon is as much about rhythm in avian
culture as in nature.
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Equally inspiring is the voice of the young author Madhav Murthy. We are truly delighted
to publish a book review of 'Understanding Urban Ecology' by the 16-year-old. Madhav
underscores the growing role of youth in shaping conservation narratives.

Our community updates highlights - the continued growth of the School of Birds program,
Heronry counts, Bird tourism & Bird guide training insights from Sikkim, and fresh sightings
that keep our spirits alive with wonder.

Reflections from Titash Chakrabarti and Aindrila Sarkar contribute fresh perspectives,
weaving together joy, curiosity, and grounded wisdom. Meanwhile, Hiya challenges inquisitive
minds with her Crossword. Lastly gracing the back cover with colour and pride is a painting by
Trisha Biswas, a studnet of Class VII, Sabalpur Adarsha Vidyapith (H.S), North 24 Parganas.

Like the rains, this issue is a mosaic - colourful, unpredictable, and life-giving. May it inspire
you to step out, binoculars in hand, and find joy in the drizzle, for nature always has a song
waiting.

Happy Birding!
Editorial Team

FANTAIL - Birdwatchers’ Society Newsletter
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AAYA SAWAN JHUM KEY

Lesser Florican breeds during monsoon, Pic by Author

\ AN

DR ASAD RAHMANI

he 1969 film Aaya Sawan Jhum Key,
T starring Asha Parekh and Dharmendra,

had a playful song by the same name
celebrating the joy of monsoon showers.
Watching the two actors dancing in the rain left a
lasting impression—and, admittedly, some envy—on
the audience, helping the film become a box-office
hit. Years later, seeing a pair of Magpie Robins sitting
openly in the rain reminded me of that song. Yet,
unlike the staged scene on screen, this was nature’s
real performance.

Rain falls almost everywhere on Earth, except
perhaps Antarctica, the Arctic, and Chile’s Atacama
Desert—where some weather stations have never
recorded rainfall, while others noted occasional
showers as recently as 2017. But India’s monsoon is
unique: nearly 75-80% of the annual rain fall arrives
in just 2-3 months. Though rainfall varies across

OCTOBER- DECEMBER 2025

regions and years, even the driest spot in India—the
Shahgarh Bulge in Jaisalmer, with less than 50 mm
annually—receives some rain.

India’s rainfall pattern is shaped by the monsoon
system, leading to highly seasonal and uneven rain
distribution. The southwest monsoon, which begins
in early June over Kerala and lasts till September,
brings most of the rain. It moves north and east,
soaking the Western Ghats, northeast India, and
parts of the Himalayas. Then comes the northeast
monsoon, from October to December, less intense
but vital for Tamil Nadu and parts of Andhra
Pradesh. Pre-monsoon showers also occur in
January-February, brought by western disturbances
over northwest India. Rainfall extremes are striking:
Mawsynram in Meghalaya sees the world’s highest
annual rainfall, while western Rajasthan and Ladakh
remain largely arid.
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So how does this monsoon form? In summer (April-June),
India’s landmass heats quickly, creating low-pressure
zones, while the Indian Ocean stays cooler with higher
pressure. Air flows from high to low pressure, bringing
moisture-laden southwest winds from the Arabian Sea and
Bay of Bengal. Other factors contribute too, but let’s keep
focus on birds and monsoon.

There is a deep link between rainfall and bird activities and
movements. | remember, when | was living in Mumbai for
almost three decades, every year there would be front-page
news on the arrival of Pied-crested Cuckoo, now called
Jacobin Cuckoo (Clamator jocobinus). Every sighting record
would be followed by expert comments by the late Sunjoy
Mongo - one of the finest birdwatchers of Mumbai - and
other citizens. Pied Crested Cuckoo is called the harbinger
of rains, as it moves from southern Africa to India by the first
week of June, and then spreads out in rest of the country as
the monsoon progresses. In north India, it is generally seen
in the third week of June as the dark monsoon clouds gather.
Sighting of this bird means rainfall is not many days away.
The Common Hawk-Cuckoo (Hierococcyx varius), or papiha, starts calling from spring but becomes especially
vocal during monsoon. The British dubbed its persistent call “brain-fever,” while in Marathi, it’s heard as paos
ala (“the rains are coming™). Its cousin, the Large Hawk-Cuckoo (Hierococcyx sparverioides), also known as
papeeha, is found along the Himalayas and migrates south for winter. Its mournful call inspired the famous song
Bole re papihara from the 1971 film Guddi.

> ~a e Aa

Pied -crested Cuckoo, Bharatpur 4 June 2018, Pic by Author

Bird breeding in India often coincides with or just precedes the monsoon, though it depends on habitat. Riverine
birds like the Indian Skimmer (Rhynchops albicollis), River Tern (Sterna aurantia), and pratincoles breed in
summer, before rivers swell and cover their nesting islands. Ground-nesters like the Sarus Crane (Antigone
antigone), Red Junglefowl (Gallus gallus murghi) and Peafowl (Pavo cristatus) also start early to avoid flooding
but may continue into the rainy season on higher ground.

j Il A
6 April 2018, Pic by Taksh Sangwan
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Other species, like parakeets, hornbills, and barbets, time breeding with fruiting seasons, especially of figs
(Ficus), which peak in summer to early monsoon. Shrub and bush nesters such as bulbuls, orioles, and munias
prefer monsoon when dense foliage hides their nests.

Bristled Grassbird, Pic by Author

The above is a general rule in the Indian plains, not so valid for mountain birds. In the rain forests of the northeast
and Andaman & Nicobar, many birds do not have a fixed breeding season and can breed throughout the year, as
the tropical forest provides them nesting opportunities throughout the year. They are also generally resident, i.e.,
non-migratory, as they have no reason to migrate - nature provides them food and shelter yearlong. Here | must
mention that even grainivorous and frugivorous birds provide a proteinaceous diet (insects, lizards, rodents, etc.)
to the developing chicks, so it is best to breed when lots of insects and reptiles are active. Protein is required for
growth and muscle development.

Wetland and grassland birds often breed during monsoon. Weaverbirds and munias nest on tall grasses and
emergent plants, while resident ducks use the season to raise broods among lush wetlands. Koels, typically shy,
become noisy and visible during this period—linked to breeding and their brood-parasitic habits. Birdsong during
monsoon serves to claim territory and attract mates. Often, males sing to draw females and warn rivals, but
sometimes pairs call together, like the unison calls of Sarus Cranes.

In Indian literature, the koel symbolizes love, longing, and monsoon renewal. Its melodious call, “koo-koo,” marks
nature’s revival after dry months, making it a cultural icon. The koel’s name itself mimics its call, deepening its
presence in poetry and folklore.

During monsoon, waterbirds like egrets, storks, and herons also breed. In Keoladeo National Park, Bharatpur,
bird activity peaks twice: during monsoon (July-September) and again in winter (December-January) when
migratory flocks arrive. Both seasons transform the park into a birder’s paradise.

OCTOBER- DECEMBER 2025
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Sarus Crane on nest, Pic by Author

Nikhil Devasar, besides being a good writer and blogger, is also a topmost birdwatcher of India. Recently he
wrote, “The Indian Pitta, this radiant bird seems to wear the entire mood of the monsoon on its wings. With nine
vivid hues shimmering across its plumage, it earns its name navrang. Each summer, it makes its way northward
from the dense forests of peninsular India, following the arc of the rains. In Bhondsi, it arrives with the first sign of
the monsoon, having journeyed up from the southern hills. Here, it weaves a discreet, ball-shaped nest from dry
leaves and twigs — often hidden deep within tangled undergrowth or nestled quietly at the base of trees.Though
radiant in appearance, it’s a bird of discretion — most often heard before it’s seen. Its distinctive two-note whistle
rises from the shadows”.

‘4&‘ SR ONG ' O e

Grey Francolin breeds before and during monsoon, Pic by Author

Ashy Prinia, Pic by Dr Raju Kasambe
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Small Buttonquail displaying, Pic by Jaysukh Parekh

H

i Perhaps the greatest impact of the monsoon is seen in

the Thar desert where summer temperature can reach
52°C. | found that many birds such as the Purple Sunbird

. i (Necterina asiatica) leave the areain summer, but return

as soon as the monsoon starts. For most of the year, we
see Black-crowned Finch-Lark (Eremopteris nigriceps)

i in the Thar desert, but during monsoon Ashy-crowned

Finch-Lark (Eremopteris griseus) also moves-in in large
numbers to breed. So is the case with the enigmatic

i Greater Hoopoe Lark (Alaemon alaudipes) that is found

insmall numbersin the Thar Desert, but during monsoon,
I have seen it interesting jumping display. Recently even

i Lesser Florican (Sypheotides inducus) was seen in the
! protected grasslands of Sudasari enclosure of the

Desert National Park. During monsoon from late July

: onward, after gruelling summer heat, the Thar Desert
transformed in to verdant green grassland - everything
! looks happy. Even the Crested Lark (Galerida cristatus)

that looks sullen and down during the relentless heat
regains its joie-de-vivre.

Though many forest parks close during monsoon, non-forested areas stay open. | recommend visiting Desert
National Park, Tal Chhapar, Keoladeo, Velavadar, or southern wetlands and heronries to enjoy both rain and

birdlife.

So why wait? Step out, feel the rain, watch the birds, and hum Aaya Sawan Jhum Key. But remember: matching

the koel’s melody won’t be easy!

About Author

DR ASAD RAHMANI

Dr Asad Rahmani is an ornithologist and conservationist who was also the former Director of Bombay Natural
History Society (BNHS). He is currently the scientific adviser to The Corbett Foundation, and governing
council member of Bombay Natural History Society. He has been member of several committees of Ministry
of Environment and Forests (MoEF) and was Global Council member of BirdLife International, UK for eight
years. Having authored about two dozen books and over 150 peer-reviewed research papers in scientific

journals, Dr Rahmani has also guided scores of scholars of biological sciences. He is deeply interested in
grassland and wetland birds and often highlights the plight of bird species and bird habitats.
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Lesser Florican Sypheotides indicus Lesser Florican Sypheotides indicus
Fernale Male
Collar, N. and E. Garcia (2020). Lesser Florican (Sypheotides indicus), version 1.0. In Birds of the World (J. del Hoyo, A. Elliott, J. Sargatal, D. A.

Christie, and E. de Juana, Editors). Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, USA.
https: //doi.org/10.2173/bow.lesflo2.01

DANCING WITH THE RAIN: A LOVE
STORY FROM THE GRASSLANDS "2 s

AMITAVA DUTTA

€ S he hides. He dances. Somewhere in between, the monsoon writes a love story”.

As the blistering summer sun fades behind monsoon clouds, and the parched earth of Shonkaliya in
Rajasthan breathes a sigh of relief, something magical stirs in the grasslands. The scent of wet soil

mingles with the cool winds of July, heralding not just rain, but romance - one of the most spectacular romance
is on display in the Indian wild: the mating display of the Lesser Florican (Sypheotides indicus) [Hindi - Kharmor;
Bangla - Leekh].

This elusive bird, barely the size of a jungle-fowl, waits for this moment all year. The male Lesser Florican - black,
white, and brave - erupts into a frenzy of aerial courtship dances across open farmlands and grassy plains. He
leaps vertically into the air, wings fluttering like poetry, that can be heard 100-200 metres away, his body twisting
mid-air before landing, only to repeat the move again... and again.

It’s as if he’s dancing with the rain, to tame his flame and stake a claim!

n OCTOBER- DECEMBER 2025
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The aerial courtship performance, Pic By Author

The monsoon isn’t just a season here - it’s a stage, a setting, a cue. The first showers transform the cracked
earth into a carpet of green, a perfect amphitheatre for the florican’s skyward leaps. Each jump is a passionate
proclamation, a signal to the watching females hidden in the moong crop-fields (moong cultivation has
replaced most of the grasslands):

@ Saans leu to ghano yaad aave, saans rokhu to naam . Q

(With every breath | take, | remember you; if | hold my breath, it is with your name.)
... Rajasthani Folk

There’s a kind of primal theatre in this moment, both ancient and fleeting. The female florican remains largely
unseen, camouflaged and cautious, evaluating each performance with an invisible eye. And the male? He
dances not once but dozens of times in a single hour, often from dawn to dusk. His display is tireless, vulnerable,
beautiful - a mix of madness and devotion. It’s not just about mating; it’s about being heard, being noticed in the
vastness of wind, rain, and whispering grassland. One can’t help but feel the pulse of poetry in his effort.

This display of romance is a vanishing world. The Lesser Florican, an endemic species of the Indian subcontinent is
now “critically endangered”. The species prefers undisturbed grasslands with mixed vegetation, especially fields of
moong, urad, and jowar up to 100 -150 cm tall. But such places are undergoing a complete change in their character.
Its dance, once common across the monsoon-drenched fields of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan, grows
rarer each year, muffled by vanishing grasslands, mechanised harvesting, barbed-wire fencing, pesticide-laden
crops and free-ranging dogs. It’s a grim irony that the very farms whose green sprouting heralds his dance are now
less hospitable to this nomadic species who visit this grassland for their customary ritual. During the non-breeding
season, it migrates to central and southern India.

OCTOBER- DECEMBER 2025
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And yet, while the rains still fall right and the land lies open, the miracle continues. The dance rises with the mist,
as thunder rumbles above and peacocks call from distant dunes. It’s a brief season, perhaps a few weeks, but in
that time, nature sings its most romantic song - of longing, of rhythm, of renewal.

A fragile hope leaps with every florican, with every bustard, in the wild. With active and concerted conservation
effortsincluding creating protected areas - a conservation reserve as well as a captive breeding centre at Ajmer,
hopefully, the efforts will pay off.

So the next time thunder rolls across the desert sky, know this: somewhere, in the golden heart of Rajasthan, a
tiny bird is leaping toward the heavens, love in its heart and rain in its wings.

e In every drop of rain, there is a whisper of wings unseen and dreams still waiting to fly. Q

Lesser FloricanGonservation Breeding Genter

Arwar, Kekri, Rajasthan

Project Bustard: A collaborative researchandconsersdtionprogram by Vildlielntituteof Inia
Rayethanforest Department( RCUUS'[hUﬂ Gvernment)and Mmlstry of Environment forest“and ChmqteChange (Go .

BUS l\ABU Wndhfelnsututeof lndlu Government of Rajc

|

né}
s —
e e

With Mr Prabhu Ram Doon, Ranger (3rd from right) & other Forest Officials of Rajasthan Government along
with the staff of Lesser Florican Conservation Breeding Centre led by Mr Mohib Uddin (2nd from right).

OCTOBER- DECEMBER 2025
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(4) A video of the Lesser Florican’s display is captured in this video https: //www.youtube.com/watch?v=qrQQUXsf9_8

About Author

AMITAVA DUTTA

Amitava is a seasoned leader with a passion for mentoring and nurturing young talent. A dedicated
conservationist, birder, and adventure seeker, he actively engages in environmental advocacy, citizen
science, and youth leadership development. He also leads the editorial team at the Birdwatchers’
Society (BWS), shaping content that fosters awareness and appreciation for birds and biodiversity. His
commitment to education and awareness initiatives, such as the School of Birds program, reflects his
empathy for wildlife and inspiring the next generation.
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Pheasant-tailed Jacana, Pic by Mayukh Halder

CLOUDS, CALLS, AND COURTSHIP:
BIRDS AND THE INDIAN MONSOON

DR INDRANI GHOSH

onsoon is the season of dark clouds against blue skies. Monsoon heralds a burst of life, invigorating
M petrichor, reminiscing of childhood days, presages the season for sowing, a longing for return to the

arms of the lover, translates the poet’s gravid thought into words. Monsoon is the season when the
animal kingdom gets a fresh lease of life. Grasses, climbers, and shrubs compete to cover the earth.
Trees dance and sway and spread along. Our flying friends are noisy and excited. Love isin the air formany of them.
The onset of the Monsoon influences the courtship period. The rain brings a change in their features, behaviour
and migration patterns. Dimorphism in the species is at its peak. Few put on a new avatar to woo its partner,

OCTOBER- DECEMBER 2025



few become busy building dwellings for their ; &=
partner and offsprings, and few complete their :
long-distance journey to be in time to witness -
Monsoon in India. Let’s peek into how Monsoon
influences the behaviour of a few of the avian

species in the Indian sub-continent.

With the arrival of the Monsoon, the male
Indian Peafowl (Pavo cristatus) are in their
best display, shimmering in the treasuring '
trove and dancing to gain the attraction of the
females for courtship. Peacocks’ dance has

been emulated by humans for ages.

Pied/Jacobin Cuckoo, the harbingers of 7
Monsoon changes the ambience after arrival
from Africa with its long series of ringing i

whistling notes “piu-piu”. Several poets have used this bird’s call metaphorically in their prose, signifying the

\irdwatchers’
OO

yearning of the parched land for the Monsoon or the forlorn partner waiting for her spouse’s return.

One can hear the resident bird, Asian Koel’s (Eudynamys scolopaceus) active coo - hoo’s during the breeding
season. Similarly, the Common Hawk-cuckoo (Hierococcyx varius), or brain fever bird, produces loud, repetitive
three-note calls during the Monsoon. This call becomes higher and louder, rising to a crescendo before ending

abruptly.

For our close neighbour, the Purple Sunbird (Cinnyris asiaticus), the iridescent plumage of the male bird is not
enough; the bird is seen to make a few coordinated hops and high-pitched calls to impress the female.

In the southern part of India, with the arrival of the Monsoon, one cannot miss the Pheasant-tailed Jacana
(Hydrophasianus chirurgus) with its breeding plumage (a phenomenon not known in any other Jacana) along
the wetlands (Pic: Page 18). During the Monsoon, the body appears chocolate brown with an elongated central
black tail protruding from the central line of the body in a curvaceous manner. A white face with a golden

yellow nape and a white crown with a black :

patch that runs like stripes from the back of the
crown along the sides of the golden nape. The
wings are predominantly white. Interestingly,
females are polyandrous, larger in size and are
brighter than the males, and known to woo the
males with flight displays and distinct calls.
The females lay several clutches that are raised
by different males! . The polyandrous nature
in these birds has evolved as a strategy for
survival?2 . Their calls appear like that of cat’s
meow during the breeding period.

The grasslands, especially near waterbodies,

come alive with the trilling call of the Yellow-
bellied Prinia (Prinia flaviventris). Otherwise

Yellow-bellied Prinia, Pic by Sujan Chatterjee

OCTOBER- DECEMBER 2025
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skulking, the Prinia becomes oblivious of their surroundings and unmindfully continues her calls®. The calls are
short with rapid bursts of varied musical notes, in descending pitch, and usually introduced by a short chirp, e.g.,
chirp...didli-idli-u didli-idli-u didli-idli-u. The identical song phrase is repeated many times (up to 15-20), with
short but irregular intervals, often of about 1-2 seconds* . :
The males develop breeding plumage. The colour of the bill
and the gape turns black. The tail shortens and looks worn
out (abraded). The flight feathers turn pale brown with :
heavily abraded outer fringes and tips.
Theactivities of the birds heighten afterthree to fourshowers
of rain. The Indian Paradise Flycatchers (Terpsiphone
paradisi) pair up and build a nest and lay eggs during this :
time. Both males and females contribute to building the
nest together and raising the chicks®® . 5

Painted Francolin (Francolinus pictus), an endemic bird
to peninsular India, breeds in the Monsoon. A bird that is
difficult to spot but rises early in the morning and begins
the pursuit of a partner by perching on mounds, tree stumps
or bushes. It uses its vocals - repeated, grating, and high-
pitched “click—khrak-khrukuk—khrakakak” to announce its
presence, readiness and willingness to mate.

Partial migration movements are noted in Indian Golden
Orioles (Oriolus kundoo) from April onwards. For a few :
other endemic birds such as Blue-tailed Bee-eaters
(Merops philippinus) and Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters (Merops persicus), Indian Golden Orioles, Black-Headed
Cuckooshrikes (Lalage melanoptera) and Oriental Honey Buzzards ( Pernis ptilorhynchus) migrate from southern
to northern India.

A local migrant, the Lesser Florican (Sypheotides indicus), decides to move to its lekking site from its foraging
site with the advent of the Monsoon. The Monsoon brings Joy to these little bustards, and the males prepare

Painted Francolin, Pic by Amitava Dutta

to compete for the female attention. It is a sight to watch
the males prancing around with their folded legs and
leaping upwards, sometimes reaching a height of 2to 3
m while fluttering their wings rapidly and croaking to mark
their territories Z. :
The medium-sized Indian Pitta (Pitta brachyura) migrates
to Northern India from Southern India during the Monsoon. :
The body colour (nine different shades) radiates against
the undergrowth of dense forests. The calls, a distinctive
two-note whistle, become more prominent during dawn
and dusk.
One can witness the Black-tailed Godwits (Limosa limosa)
making a pit stop along the coastal wetlands before flying
off to their final destinationg in this season. Lesser Florican, Pic by Amitava Dutta
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Amur Falcons (Falco amurensis) make a later arrival in the north-eastern part of India from far off Siberia before
leaving for South Africa? . They make a pit stop while flying from China to Russia for re-fueling by devouring
termites voraciously.

It is no coincidence that Monsoon springs romanticism in birds and animals. This is the time when nature is

teeming with new life. Food is in abundance, especially protein-rich insects and worms. Foliage is high, giving
necessary protection and privacy. Nature, too, has selectively chosen this period to reproduce and raise offspring
and allow continuity of life.
For conservation and protection from intrusion, the national parks and notified wildlife areas remain closed to
the general public. Bird watchers must also be sensitive during this season. The birds keep their nests in hiding to
prevent intrusion. Too much proximity to the nests and disturbance sometimes leads to the birds deserting the
nests, leaving their chicks behind.

“Maybe love is like Every gurgle and ooze
amonsoon rain. tiptoes away

When it rains and we're left wishing
really hard and heavy, and waiting

it seems like for rain again.

it will never end Maybe love is like that.

and we’ll swim in mud forever. Maybe the wind shifts

But then the wind shifts and love just tiptoes away.”

and the earth grows dry and cracked.

Ann E. Burg — All the Broken Pieces

1 https: //birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/phtjacl/cur/introduction

2 https: //www.greenogreindia.org/pheasant -tailed -jacana-love/

3 https: //birdcount.in/identifying -prinias/

4 https: //birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/yebpril/cur/sounds

5 https: //birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/aspflyl/cur/introduction#sounds

6 https: //www.innspub.net/wp -content/uploads/2023/11/IBES-V23-No3-p53-59.pdf
7 https: //wildlifesos.org/lesser-florican -the -enigmatic -bird -of -indian -grasslands/

8 https://greenverz.com/black -tailed -godwit/

9 https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/news/amur-falcons

About Author
DR INDRANI GHOSH

Dr Indrani Ghosh, an avid nature lover is an environmental consultant. She has rekindled her interest
in birding.
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PIED CUCKOO (JACOBIN CUCKOO)
Clamator jacobinus

Image source: Natural History Musuem - London Science Photo

ARRIVAL OF THE CHATAK:
A SIGNAL OF INDIA’S RAINY SEASON @&¢°

SOUMYAJIT TALUKDAR

he Chatak or Pied cuckoo, Clamator jacobinus (Boddart, 1783), is a migratory, brood-parasitic bird

native to Africa and India. Although the southern Indian population (C. j. jacobinus) is most likely

resident species (nominate), the north Indian population (C. j. pica) travels from Africa to India during
the end of summer to Northern and Central India. From scientific literature to folklore, the bird’s arrival marks the
start of the monsoon season in India.

Though we understand the folklore connection between Jacobin Cuckoo and the arrival of Monsoon, these
studies highlight the value of combining bioclimatic variables with species distribution data to support effective
conservation planning. Citizen science records, integrated with Maxent modelling, enhance the accuracy of
habitat suitability predictions. The findings support the traditional belief that the Jacobin Cuckoo arrives with
the Indian monsoon, particularly in central and northern regions. However, projected climate changes by
2050 may reduce its suitable habitats. These insights emphasize the importance of data-driven approaches
for understanding ecological needs and guiding conservation efforts. The study offers a scientific basis for
policymakers to identify future habitats and formulate biodiversity preservation strategies for Jacobin Cuckoo.
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According to appropriate scientific research, the best
way to comprehend the relationship between the
monsoon and the Jacobin Cuckoo is through the maximal
entropy approach. The Maxent approach predicts
habitat suitability by establishing a spatial correlation
between presence records and the most important
bioclimatic variables (Singh and Saran, 2020). The
increasing revolution of citizen science programs (eBird
and iNaturalist), which involves non-professionals in
scientific chores such as species observation, produces
opportunistic data for modelling and planning reasons.
Citizen science-based scientific observations can be a
sustainable solution to many modern research questions.
Citizen science data on the Jacobin Cuckoo is obtained
from the Global Biodiversity Information Facility to predict

l;irdwatchers’
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Pied (]ocobin) Cuckoo, Pic by Biplab Bahe_rjé-e

its habitat suitability using the maximum entropy approach. The distribution data is divided into two monthly
sets: June to October and November to May, to critically analyse the likely climatic reasons for its migration and
understand the influence of climatic variables on its suitability during the Indian monsoon season and Southern

Africa rainy season.

Recent advancements in spatial modelling and mapping methods have also opened up new horizons for
monitoring the migration of bird species, which have been altered due to the climate change (Singh et al, 2021).
Therefore, the use of both citizen science and spatial modelling data to understand the migratory patterns of
the Jacobin Cuckoo is a remarkable advancement in ornithological studies. The application of machine-based
tools like Maxent, to compile and compare such data represents a significant methodological breakthrough. In
the future, this approach will greatly enhance our ability to study avian migration patterns more efficiently and

accurately using data-driven techniques.

The primary goal of these studies is to predict future
habitat suitability scenarios for Clamator jacobinus
using current distribution patterns. Priyanka Singh
and Sameer being the pioneer and stalwarts for
these types of research with their years of experience
in studying the migratory pattern and habitat
suitability of Jacobin Cuckoo in India.

Studies have found that the key environmental
variables influencing the spatial distribution of
Clamator jacobinus during the Indian summer
monsoon season (June to October) include
isothermality (16.8%), mean temperature of the
warmest quarter (15.7%), annual precipitation,
precipitation of the warmest quarter (13.6%), and
precipitation of the wettest month (11.3%) (Singh
and Saran, 2020).

Pied (Jacobin) Cuckoo, Pic by Shantanu Ghosh
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According to the habitat suitability results for the Indian monsoon season, it is intriguingly consistent with the
traditional belief that the Jacobin Cuckoo is a harbinger of the monsoon in India. The findings of this study also
demonstrate that the species is not well-suited to other climatic seasons—such as the hot, dry, or cold periods.
As seasonal conditions shift in Africa outside the monsoon period, the bird begins its migratory journey from
Southern Africa to North and Central India via South India, crossing the Arabian Sea. This migration aligns with
the arrival of the southwest monsoon winds, which typically bring the onset of the Indian monsoon from June to
September.

To assess the impact of climate change, this study projected the bird’s future suitability in 2050. The suitability
prediction for 2050 indicates that Clamator jacobinus will not arrive in the districts of Maharashtra, Goa,
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh, as well as Gujarat and northern India, whereas the southern
part of Tamil Nadu is a suitable habitat for Clamator jacobinus in all climatic scenarios.

These studies highlight the value of combining bioclimatic variables with species distribution data to support
effective conservation planning. Citizen science records, integrated with Maxent modelling, enhance the
accuracy of habitat suitability predictions. The findings support the traditional belief that the Jacobin Cuckoo
arrives with the Indian monsoon, particularly in central and northern regions. However, projected climate
changes by 2050 may reduce its suitable habitats. These insights emphasize the importance of data-driven
approaches for understanding ecological needs and guiding conservation efforts. The study offers a scientific
basis for policymakers to identify future habitats and formulate biodiversity preservation strategies for Clamator
jacobinus.

References: -

1. Singh, P., Saran, S., & Kocaman, S. (2021). Role of Maximum Entropy and Citizen Science to Study Habitat suitability of Jacobin cuckoo in
different climate change scenarios. ISPRS International Journal of Geo -Information, 10(7), 463

2. Singh, P., & Saran, S. (2020). Maximum Entropy Modeling Using Citizen Science: Use Case on Jacobin Cuckoo as an Indicator of Indian
Monsoon. ISPRS Annals of the Photogrammetry, Remote Sensing and Spatial Information Sciences, 5, 23-30

3. Sarkar, D., Tomar, B., Kumar, R. S., Saran, S., & Talukdar, G. (2020). “Tracking the Rain Bird”: Modeling the monthly distribution of Pied cuckoo
in India. bioRxiv, 2020-1

4. https: //birdsoftheworld.org/

About Author
SOUMYAJIT TALUKDAR

Currently pursuing a Masters in Zoology, | find myself most captivated by the world of birds. My love for
bird watching is fueled by a broader interest in wildlife and its cultural significance. I'm dedicated to
expanding my knowledge and sharing my observations and experiences through writing.
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Brown Noddy (Pittie Island), Pic by Author

A WINDOW SEAT INTO THE ]
WORLD OF SEABIRDS ;ﬁg‘;

RAJDEEP MITRA

hat are seabirds? Are they like shorebirds”?

k ‘W The question came from an elderly woman sitting next to me on a flight from Kolkata to Dehradun
after an eventful Bengal Birder's Meet 2025. The flight had taken off, and | was starting to read a

well-worn book on seabirds, and was ready to vanish into its pages, when she leaned over, curious.

“No ma’am, not like shorebirds. Seabirds are birds that spend most of their lives at sea”, Ireplied, smiling. “They

only come to land when it’s time to nest”.

Her eyes widened. “Wow”, she said. “But... how do they survive in the middle of the ocean for so long? Do they

just keep on flying”?

“Yes! Some definitely do”, | said. “But many rest by landing on the water. A few even perch on the backs of sea

turtles that surface to breathe. However, considering the amount of debris floating in our oceans right now, | am

sure seabirds use them well, to rest”.

She chuckled at that. “And where do they build their nests? Do they carry sticks and grass across the ocean”?
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The conversation was getting fascinating. | slipped a
bookmark into the book, closed it, and turned toward
her fully. It’s super rare for me to find someone curious
about nature or even birds on a plane; more often, it’s
crying babies or passengers buried in movies. But not
today.

“Well”, | said, “there’s a wide range of seabirds. Some
nest on steep rocky cliffs, others dig burrows into
grassy slopes. And a few, like the Sooty Tern that | had
studied for months, simply lay their eggs on open, flat
ground on remote islands, with no twigs, no leaves, just
trust in numbers and isolation”.

She was quiet for a moment. “How do they even know
where they’re going in that vast emptiness and when
to come back for nesting”? That question, so simple,
yet profound, has obsessed biologists for decades. And
as | leaned back in my seat, clouds gathering outside
the window, | knew this was going to be one of those
rare, meaningful in-flight conversations.

The story of seabirds is unique in the animal kingdom.
Since the dawn of life, seabirds have been one of those
groups of animals that have truly made the entire
ocean their home. Their story is not just about feathers
and flight; it’s also the story of winds, of invisible

OCTOBER- DECEMBER 2025

highways that stretch across oceans. It’s about the
rhythm of the monsoon, the pulse of oceanic currents,
and the instinct that draws these birds back to the
same patch of land, year after year.

The open ocean appears chaotic to us. The closer
you sail toward Antarctica, the more furious the
sea becomes. In the Southern Hemisphere, there’s
hardly any landmass to slow down the atmospheric
engine. Winds gather speed over these vast ocean-
scapes, transforming the high latitudes into a world of
relentless motion. These latitudes even have names
that sound like mythic creatures: the Roaring Forties,
the Furious Fifties, and the Screaming Sixties. Between
40° and 60° south, winds howl almost ceaselessly, and
towering waves roll across the circumpolar oceans
like moving mountains. Ships creak, albatrosses
rise, and the sky constantly boils. More people have
likely lost their lives in these Oceans than in wars.
However, these wind belts are the reason seabirds
like albatrosses and shearwaters thrive here, gliding
effortlessly on updrafts for hours without a single flap
of their wings. They are creatures sculpted by wind, at
home in the fury of latitudes that would break most
other forms of life.

R IR R |
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Figure 1:

The Roaring Forties, the Furious Fifties, and the Screaming Sixties, the Southern Hemisphere’s most terrifying waters.

Around the globe, there are also massive air circulation cells like Hadley, Ferrel, and Polar cells, which drive prevailing wind
patterns. Near the equator, the trade winds blow from east to west; further north and south, the westerlies reverse the direction,
flowing west to east. These wind belts, constant and ancient, carve invisible lanes into the sky. Some seabirds like the Sooty
Shearwater have evolved to follow these lanes with uncanny precision.

“They fly in loops”, | told her, pulling out my notebook to draw a sketch of figure-eight. “One part of the year,
they’re in the northern Pacific or Atlantic; the other half, they’re feeding in the southern oceans near Antarctica.
The shearwaters ride global winds in a massive, looping circuit across hemispheres”.

She peeked at the drawing. “Are they like migratory birds”?

“Yes, they are”, | nodded. “A Sooty Shearwater may fly over 65,000 kilometres a year. That’s more than one and
a half times the circumference of Earth”.

“Unbelievable! Don’t they get tired”?
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Figure 2:

Figure 2: Shearwater migrations originating from breeding colonies in New Zealand. (a) Interpolated geolocation tracks of 19
Sooty Shearwaters during breeding (light blue) and subsequent migration pathways ( yellow, start of migration and northward
transit; orange, wintering grounds and southward transit). (b) Representative figure -eight movement patterns of individual
shearwaters traveling to one of three “winter” destinations in the North Pacific. Each panel also represents a breeding pair and
their subsequent migration after the breeding season. Figure reproduced from Shaffer et al. (2006).

“Birds are remarkable. They rest in the air. They use something called dynamic soaring, cutting across wind
gradients to gain lift without flapping much. They’ve become masters of reading the wind”.

The wind isn’t just about shaping the sky; it’s also a powerful force that churns the sea.

The ocean currents such as the Gulf Stream, the Agulhas Current, and the Humboldt Current, are driven primarily
by wind, pushing the top layers of water over thousands of kilometres. These currents carry warmth, nutrients,
and life.
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In the Indian Ocean, something unique happens. Unlike the Atlantic or Pacific, where winds and currents stay
largely consistent, the Indian Ocean reverses itself twice a year. The monsoon dominates everything. But this
is not just a modern-day event; monsoon has ancient roots. Between 10 and 2 million years ago, during the
late Miocene and Pliocene epochs, Earth experienced what geologists now call the ‘Megamonsoon’. Fuelled by
the rising Himalayas and the expansion of the Tibetan Plateau, this colossal climatic engine supercharged the
South Asian monsoon. Abundant rainfall cascaded across the subcontinent and eastern Africa, carving river
valleys, fostering the growth of lush tropical forests, and shaping the early evolutionary environments of both
humans and animals. The Indion Ocean, with its seasonal breath, became the heart of this planetary rhythm;
a system so powerful that it left its imprint in the fossil record, in ancient lake beds, and even in the migration
routes of early hominins.

“During summer”, | started again, “The Tibetan plateau and northern Indian plains heat up, warm air over the
Indian subcontinent draws in moisture-loaded winds from the southwest. That’s the Southwest Monsoon. It
pushes currents eastward. Then, in winter, the pattern flips and the winds come from the northeast, same as the
currents”.

She curiously asked. “So the ocean breathes in and out”?

“Exactly. And seabirds concurrently time their movements around this breathing”.

In the Lakshadweep Islands, India’s only group of coral atolls, seabirds such as the Brown Noddy, Sooty Tern,
and Great Crested Tern gather in large numbers to nest. I've spent months researching these birds in tiny islands
like Pitti, watching them return with astonishing punctuality. As summer arrives and winds begin to shift, the
islands turninto a frenzy of courtship, eggs, and hatchlings. And just as the monsoon starts, Pitti gets filled with a
cacophony of terns and nesting activity peaks. As the rains continue, many of these birds take to the skies again,

their young in tow or already fledged.

Figure 3: Nesting Colony of Sooty Tern and Brown Noddy at Pitti Island, Lakshadweep Archipelago,
Pic by Author
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“But where do they go”? she asked.

“That’s what we’re trying to find out”, | said. “We
tagged a few with satellite trackers. One flew over
1,500 kilometres in two weeks, hugging the coast of
India. Another lingered in the Laccadive Sea, maybe
waiting out storms. Their paths aren’t random, they’re
shaped by wind direction, fish movement, and ocean
once rich with life. Plastic, too, now drifts in every

These birds are not just aimlessly drifting. They’re ocean gyre, often mistaken for food.

responding to large-scale forces like the Indian Ocean
Dipole, the monsoon onset, and upwelling zones that
surge with nutrients when warm water is replaced by “Most people don’t”, | replied. “But they are. And

cold. The southwest monsoon stirs the western Indian they’re also our best chance at understanding what’s

Ocean into motion. The powerful winds drive surface coming”.
currents and trigger coastal upwelling along western As the plane began its final descent into Dehradun,
India and Somalia, and create dynamic food-webs the cloud cover broke for a moment. Down below, the
winding Ganga shimmered like a silver thread, fed by
“So...” she said after a brief pause, “winds, currents, : Himalayan rains that, too, are driven by the monsoon.
| turned back to her. “You asked if seabirds were like
“They do not merely perceive it; they embody it. The
health of oceans can be monitored by analysing
seabird movements. If they are not breeding or
travelling further to procure sustenance, it is
frequently indicative of an alteration within the
than most people travel in a lifetime”.
The plane rattled slightly as we dipped into a patch

of mild turbulence, probably a leftover ripple from the

productivity”.

where life flourishes.

everything’s connected, and the birds feel it”.

ocean’s ecosystem”.

monsoon outflow. It was an oddly fitting moment.

About Author
RAJDEEP MITRA

A researcher affiliated with the Wildlife Institute of India, focusing on the intricate movements of pelagic

“Even turbulence”, | smiled, “is part of the story”.

In a warming world, these finely tuned systems are
beginning to fray. The monsoon is becoming more
erratic. Trade winds in the Pacific are shifting. Ocean
currents are slowing. And seabirds, those tireless
gliders, are struggling to adapt. Some colonies are
disappearing. Fish populations are collapsing in areas

“I never thought of birds as... climate indicators”, she
said quietly.

shorebirds. They’re not. They’re more like spirits of the
wind, riding the breath of the Earth itself”.

She smiled. “Next time | see a bird at the beach, I'll
wonder where it’s been”.

“Good”, | said. “Because chances are, it’s been farther

birds within the captivating ecosystem of Lakshadweep. With a passion for understanding wildlife
behaviour and movement ecology, Rajdeep’s work delves into the fine-scale dynamics of avian species in
these marine habitats. “Through rigorous field studies and innovative tracking techniques, | aim to unravel
the mysteries of bird migration patterns and contribute to the protection of seabird populations” says

Rajdeep.
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Across Down
3 An endemic species of the Western ghats, this bird is 1 The beautiful tail of this bird grows longer and resembles
known for its beautiful song during the monsoon that of the pheasant (hint: write the last word of the name
4 Small, round bird with streaks, found in the Indian only)
subcontinent, this one has monsoon in its name 2 These birds attract Birders' in flocks to Ajmer to see their
5 The harbinger of monsoons in India, featuring in magnificent dance and courtship ritual during monsoons
ancient Sanskrit literature 7 Previously found in huge numbers in Rajarhat, this small,
6 The male of this pretty common bird species develops radiar)t bird has now diminished due to habitat loss and
bright yellow plumage during the monsoon to attract pollution
females
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Release of Special cover “Celebrating Kingfisher Splendour in West Bengal”

KINGFISHER SPECIAL COVER (INDIA
POST)

“CELEBRATING KINGFISHER
SPLENDOUR IN WEST BENGAL” |
BENGAL BIRDERS’ MEET 2025 ~&

DR KANAD BAIDYA & AMITAVA DUTTA

Honouring the White-throated Kingfisher - A Call for a ‘Kingfisher Day’
ne of the most cherished moments of the Bengal Birders’ Meet 2025 unfolded with the ceremonial
unveiling of a Special Cover by India Post, dedicated to the White-throated Kingfisher (Halcyon
smyrnensis), the proud State Bird of West Bengal. The cover’s vibrant illustration, lovingly created

by Dr Kanad Baidya - a BWS member, brought the bird to life - its dazzling turquoise wings, warm
chestnut plumage, and gleaming white throat radiating vitality and grace. The artwork seemed to leap off the
page, echoing the very spirit of the meet - a heartfelt celebration of resilience, beauty, and the timeless wonder
of avian life.
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Adding her signature finesse, Tapasi Mukherjee, a
dedicated BWS member, enhanced the design with
subtle, complementary elements that framed the
kingfisher in perfect harmony. Behind the scenes,
Sagnik Chakraborty of India Post - himself a proud
BWS member - and Shri Surya Bhushan Patil of the
Philately Branch, East Kolkata Division India Post,
skilfully quided the process, ensuring every detail
of this release reflected the birding community’s
passion and pride. This moment was the
culmination of a year-long endeavour, envisioned
and encouraged by Shri Niraj Kumar (IPoS) during
his tenure as Chief Postmaster General, West
Bengal Circle, when we first met him in 2024. At the
Bengal Birders’ Meet 2025, Shri Pravat Banerjee,
Sr. Superintendent of Post Offices, South Kolkata
Division, had the honour of releasing the cover — the
first special cover on the Kingfisher ever issued by
India Post in the countyry.

The choice of species was no coincidence. The
monsoon months mark a vital breeding season for
kingfishers in eastern India, when they court, nest,
and rear their young amid lush greenery and teeming
wetlands. In recent years, the White-throated
Kingfisher has faced challenges from habitat loss,
shrinking wetlands, and climate impacts - yet it
continues to thrive in cities, villages, and countryside
alike. The Birdwatchers’ Society aptly recognised
its undaunted spirit, using the release as a rallying
call for greater conservation awareness, and even
proposing the idea of designating a ‘Kingfisher Day’
to celebrate and safeguard this beloved species.”

India Post - A Rich Postal Heritage in Bird
Conservation

India Post has a long and proud tradition of using
its philatelic platforms - stamps, first day covers,
and special covers - to celebrate the country’s
rich birdlife. Special Covers - distinct from regular
stamps - hold a unique place in this heritage. They
are often released to commemorate significant
events, anniversaries, or causes, bearing artwork
and cachets that make them prized by collectors
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and conservationists alike. Notable bird-themed
Special Covers in recent years have featured the
Great Indian Bustard, the Amur Falcon migration in
Nagaland, and the Indian Peafowl during wildlife
awareness drives.

By spotlighting birds through these covers, India
Post has helped to weave avian conservation into
the fabric of public consciousness. Each release
becomes a miniature ambassador, travelling across
the country in postal circulation and preserved in
philatelic albums worldwide.

A Symbol of Unity at BBM 2025

The unveiling ceremony, attended by senior
postal officials, conservation leaders, and young
birdwatchers, underscored the potential of
partnerships between government institutions and
citizen-led initiatives. The release marked a cultural
moment uniting birders, naturalists, policymakers,
and the general public.

As the White-throated Kingfisher’simage now takes
flight in the form of this Special Cover, it carries a
message with it: our shared natural heritage is both
fragile and resilient. The hope is that each cover will
spark conversations, inspire photographs, and lead
more people to the wetlands, riverbanks, and groves
where this dazzling bird reigns.



s s Specicl Cover

s BWS

1920 FEE 19-20" July
2025 2025
TS LOLKATA
#ea INDIA

aul Evun Ao e o b

i e ot e it e wn e
CHERRATING € PHOFTHEN IPLERDCR IN WEV] BEradiAl

1'irdwatchers’
OO

AP W (W3- WAT ISR (RAVET SR TEURET RN SV 0 Wi TR, S5Fs Fres

| 4T ARSI R S S Ara

7R e ey wn Wl badiy T e Posirosie ol

P
[ra0e

o ey e Wizl Bergl Gacw
et e . Disgrisment of s Inch @’@,/1 i
b z Code No-WE/ZA/2025  Ssese iz

@ In the rustle of wings and the ripple of water lies the eternal song - may we learn to

hear it, and keep it alive for all tomorrows.

About Author

Dr KANAD BAIDYA

Kanad, one of the founder
members of the Birdwatchers’
Society, is a doctor by
profession. He is also the
co-author of “Banglar

Pakhpakhali” which some
consider as the “Bible of
Bengal Birds”.
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AMITAVA DUTTA

Amitava is a seasoned leader with a passion
for mentoring and nurturing young talent. A
dedicated conservationist, birder, and adventure
seeker, he actively engages in environmental
advocacy, citizen science, and youth leadership
development. He also leads the editorial team at
the Birdwatchers’ Society (BWS), shaping content
that fosters awareness and appreciation for birds
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MONSOON BIRDING AT BHIGWAN &
“

ith the advent of monsoon, as Mother Nature turns green, our avian friends also start exhibiting new
W behavioural attributes. And keen birdwatchers and bird photographers try to make the most of such
opportunities as we flock to different parts of the country to explore birding amidst a lush green
surrounding. | was fortunate to explore one such popular destination called the Bhigwan region, which is 105 KM
from Pune, Maharashtra, during August 2024.

Where is Bhigwan:

Bhigwan is a small town on the Pune-Solapur Highway nestled around Bhigwan Lake - quite a sought-after
destination as it welcomes thousands of migratory birds every year and houses the Bhigwan Bird Sanctuary.
Bhigwan is very well connected with easy air, train and road connectivity. The nearest airports to Bhigwan are
Pune (105 kms) and Mumbai (258 kms).

Best time to visit:

There are two important seasons for exploring Bhigwan, one is around Monsoon time (July-August) when a
variety of quails, cuckoos, sandgrouse, larks, babblers, buntings, and grass birds make their presence felt. Also
equally important is the winter season to explore for migratory birds, which flock to Bhigwan Lake and places
adjacent to it in huge numbers.
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The monsoon rains bring a refreshing change to the parched landscapes of Bhigwan and its surrounding hamlets
and with them, a burst of life and activity in the avian world. As the skies darken and the rains pour down, the
region’s birdlife is revitalised, offering a unique opportunity for photographers to capture stunning images of their

subjects in a lush, vibrant backdrop.

Bhigwan, otherwise is a quiet fishing town nestled along the backwater of the River Bhima. This backwater, which
is the reservoir of Ujani Dam, is popularly referred to as Bhigwan Bird Sanctuary. The human-made wetland
and its surrounding mix of grasslands and farms are home to nearly 300 species of migratory and year-round
birds. The greater flamingo, like many migratory birds, arrives here in time for winter. The Bombay Natural History
Society (BNHS) conducts a study on migratory avifauna through a formal bird-ringing programme annually.

In this article, | intend to share fascinating insights for photographers looking to capture the beauty of birds and
their behaviour during the monsoon season at Bhigwan and its surrounding areas.

And then Birds everywhere:

Let me now walk you down memory lane.
Along with two of my fellow birders, we
landed at Pune airport. We drove straight to
a place called Tamhini Ghat to photograph
one of the most sought-after Kingfishers
of India - Black-backed Dwarf Kingfisher
(BBDK). July - August happens to be the
peak nesting season for BBDK. Upon arriving
at the location, we were made to wait at
a hide, at a safe distance from one such
nest near a water stream. We managed to
photograph the parents as they kept bringing
a variety of food for their chicks. Here, it’s
worth mentioning that the parents carefully
select appropriate food for their chicks to
optimise growth, considering the number
of weeks since their birth. We observed this
behaviour for the entire morning session
as the dutiful parents kept bringing food in
quick succession. And before entering the
nest, they would invariably land on a nearby
perch, scanning the surrounding habitat
and, in the process, giving us those divine
moments to photograph them. For me,
this was an important milestone as | could
photograph my 11th Kingfisher from India;
still, one more elusive kingfisher remains to
be photographed from India.

Black-backed Dwarf Kingfisher
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Tamhini Ghat is a mountain passage located in the
Sahyadri mountain range of Maharashtra. It is a scenic
area known for its lush greenery, waterfalls, and views,
especially during the monsoon season. The ghat
connects the Konkan region with Pune and is a popular
destination for nature lovers and adventure seekers. We
had engaged the services of Shri Ramdas Yenpure, who
guided us to witness the Black-backed Dwarf Kingfisher.

Concludingoursession at Tamhini, we drove to Bhigwan
(160 Km). It took us about 5 hours and we reached during
latein the evening. Our stay and local birding, at Bhigwan,
was cared for by a seasoned guide, Shri Nitin Dole, who
took charge of all aspects of logistics, stay and birding.
The first day of birding was spent around Bhigwan and its
adjacent villages. During the monsoon, Bhigwan comes
alive with ample opportunities to photograph a variety
of Quails. We were fortunate to start the day with a Rain
Quail (Coturnix coromandelica) making its presence felt with the high-pitched call piercing the air- it wasindeed
very melodious. Oblivious to our presence, it allowed great photographic opportunities. We could also hear the
call of the Rock Bush-Quail (Perdicula argoondah) in the immediate vicinity, and soon after, we shifted our focus
to this singing bird. We managed to photograph a singing pair together with a perfect green background.

Rain Quail

Nitin, our guide, then decided to head towards a different hamlet to locate the elusive Barred Buttonquail ( Turnix
suscitator) - | was particularly keen to photograph this member of the quail family at the earliest possible
opportunity, given past failed attempts to photograph this bird from the Nadia district of West Bengal. Soon,
we were lucky to find this bird emerging from a bush in search of food as we reached the specific destination.
Extremely shy andreluctant to stay in a stationary posture even for a few seconds, it kept moving very fast, thereby
posing a challenge to the image quality, which remained sub-optimal. Nitin, having noticed my disappointment,
decided to take us to an open grassland and made us wait there, expecting the birds to crisscross that area - and
as luck would have it, that’s precisely what happened after waiting for half an hour. We could only thank Nitin
and our stars as we were blessed with the opportunity to photograph a male and female Barred Buttonquail in
one frame as it started moving toward our vehicle (parked at a very comfortable distance).

Rock Bush-Quail
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While returning from the morning session, we stopped for breakfast at a nearby roadside food outlet, where we
had our first rendezvous with a popular Maharashtrian food delicacy called Misal Pav.

After breakfast, just as we were about to enter our homestay, Nitin spotted a Brown crake in a nearby habitat
location. He asked us to be ready with our gears, knowing the crake would cross the road any moment. However,
regular vehicle movement made the crake feel uncomfortable, as it was restrained from coming out in the open.
Contemplating leaving that location, we once again noticed movements behind the bush where the bird was
hiding and then! In a split second, it crossed the road. It went to a place where it could feel comfortable and
paused for a few seconds, which enabled us to add one more critical lifer to our ever-growing lifer list.

We could also photograph the following bird species apart from those mentioned above during the morning
session:

e Striated Heron (Butorides striata)

e Large Gray Babbler (Argya malcolmi) v -

Post lunch, our evening session started around 3 pm. The next
area to explore was the nearby villages and rocky habitats,
specifically looking for Francolins and Sandgrouses.

The first bird of our session was the Painted Sandgrouse
(Pterocles indicus). We spotted the bird on the top of a
hillock, sitting precariously close to the edge, while we
were approaching the bird from behind. At this stage, | was
unsure as to how we would be able to get any image, given
the unusual location. While we waited, knowing well that
the bird was extremely shy and reclusive, we noticed some
movement. We were apprehensive that the bird would fly
away upon noticing us. And to our utter surprise, it turned
towards us, giving us a rare glimpse to photograph, before
hurriedly moving down the cliff.
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We continued our productive session, as we photographed Painted Francolin (Francolinus pictus) in another
nearby village - perched atop a grassy mound with a vibrant display of colours - it was simply breathtaking.

Other noticeable observations of the session were:

Gray Francolin (Ortygornis pondicerianus) and Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse (Pterocles exustus).

.
4

The monsoon is the best time to find some of these birds out in the open, displaying their breeding plumage
while attracting female partners, while a green grassland provides an excellent background for photography.

Day 2 and Day 3

After a successful Day 1, we shifted our focus to other
species of the area. The next day, we set out very early to
reach the habitat of Indian Eagle-Owl / Rock Eagle-Owl
(Bubo bengalensis). It was quite a long drive from Bhigwan
- a rugged terrain that has now become a birding hotspot
thanks to the presence of the Indian Eagle Owl. Following a
brief search, we noticed a majestic Rock Eagle-Owl atop a
boulder. With the car parked at a distance, | concentrated
on taking a few record shots and then started to approach
carefully. At the end, | felt pleased with the outcome from an
image quality perspective.

We also photographed some of the other raptors in the
adjacent villages, such as Red-necked Falcon, Short-
toed Snake-Eagle, and Bonelli’s Eagle. One unforgettable
experience deserves a special mention - as we were entering
the habitat zone of Red-necked Falcon, Nitin spotted the
raptor with a kill. He immediately accelerated to reach the
place in a jiffy, to witness the Red-necked Falcon devouring
its ill-fated prey. This photograph found a special mention in
eBird and was showcased as the “Bird of the Day”’.
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Here is a detailed report of what | could photograph on second and third day.

Rock Eagle-Owl (Bubo bengalensis)

Spotted Owlet (Athene brama)

Red-necked Falcon (Falco chicquera)
Short-toed Snake-Eagle (Circaetus gallicus)
Bonelli’s Eagle (Aquila fasciata)

Indian Peafowl (Pavo cristatus)

Gray-bellied Cuckoo (Cacomantis passerinus)
Rose-ringed Parakeet (Psittacula krameri)
Greater Coucal (Centropus sinensis)

Small Minivet (Pericrocotus cinnamomeus)
Indian Thick-knee (Burhinus indicus)
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater (Merops persicus)
Red-wattled Lapwing (Vanellus indicus)
Yellow-wattled Lapwing (Vanellus malabaricus)
Indian Courser ( Cursorius coromandelicus)
Yellow-eyed babbler (Chrysomma sinense)
Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark (Eremopterix griseus)
Indian Bushlark (Plocealauda erythroptera)
Tawny Lark (Galerida deva)

Long-tailed Shrike (Lanius schach)

Great Grey shrike (Lanius excubitor)

We spent the evening session of Day 3 focused on the

Indian Grey Wolf, which required a trip to the grassland

of Saswad. This is an area protected by the State Wildlife
Department. Therefore, an entry pass needed to be i

obtained prior to entering the protected area. Eventually,
we were delighted to have photographed a male Indian

Grey Wolf (Canis lupus pallipes) in its natural habitat,
with a majestic posture. The piercing gaze conveyed a

sense of confidence and dominance.

Day 4

We commenced our return journey on Day 4. En route, :
the plan was to visit locations like Shelar Farm, adjacent ;
grasslands near the Tukai temple and another place

called Haveli. | am sharing location-wise observations:
Our first destination was Shelar Farm, around 100

KM from Bhigwan. Shelar Farm has become a well-
known spot for birdwatching and wildlife photography, !

especially during the monsoon months. The Shelar

family maintains traditional millet farming practices,
which create a habitat that supports a variety of bird

Rock Eagle-Owl

Cres éutiﬁ
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species. Here, we could observe and photograph the Vernal Hanging-Parrot (Loriculus vernalis) and the Crested
Bunting (Emberiza lathami) amidst their natural habitat. In the adjacent grassland (Tukai temple), we got an
excellent opportunity to photograph White-bellied Minivet (Pericrocotus erythropygius).

Our final destination, while returning, was Haveli, which overlooks Pune City. Here we photographed Striolated
Bunting (Emberiza striolata), Crested Bunting and Dusky Crag-Martin (Ptyonoprogne concolor). Haveli, a quaint
hillock turned lush green after the rains, becomes a haven for restless buntings and in turn a photographer’s
paradise.

We, however, missed Broad-tailed Grassbird (Schoenicola platyurus) despite a desperate search for this elusive
beauty.

"
oo n
TR S R

Blue Rock-Thrush

sk 1 i :
Vernal-Hanging Parrot White-bellied Minivet

What we could do better:
In retrospect, we should have budgeted for an additional day to include the high-altitude grassland of
Mahabaleshwar for the stunning Painted Bush-Quail (Perdicula erythrorhyncha).

Finale:

This marked the conclusion of my first monsoon bird photography adventure in the Western Ghats of India. |
will forever cherish the memories of breathtaking bird encounters, stunning photographic opportunities, vibrant
colours of the bird habitats, their fascinating behaviours, and captivating moments. These experiences will
remain etched in my mind, leaving me with a treasure trove of unforgettable memories.

(All Pics by Author)

About Author
BIPLAB BANERJEE

After a 25+ year career in banking, Biplab is now enjoying a much-cherished sabbatical, fully immersed
in his passion for birdwatching and bird photography. Armed with Nikon gear, he travels extensively
across India and Southeast Asia, capturing the vibrant world of birds through his lens.
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Antiphonal or unison call of Sarus Crane, Pic by Dhritiman Mukherjee
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About Author
BISWA RANJAN GOSWAMI

Biswa Ranjan is a science writer and an active member of the Biodiversity Conservation Academy,

Kolkata. Passionate about promoting scientific awareness and biodiversity conservation, he has
contributed extensively to the field through his writings. He is a regular contributor to Fantail too.
Based in Sonarpur, South 24 Parganas, he remains engaged in various initiatives aimed at fostering
environmental consciousness.

CROSSWORD
ANSWERS

‘SN OCTOBER- DECEMBER 2025

Monsoon Melody

H‘O|L

[ ]
| a
¢
A
||
A

annn

A‘I|N

[afvfalr]"]

e[ofefufefx]o]e]

Y|A|W|E|A|V‘E

[Z >0 |- w‘o‘.—‘ﬂ Pl m|m [ m|r—|

Across

3 An endemic species of the Western ghats, this bird is
known for its beautiful song during the monsoon

4 Small, round bird with streaks, found in the Indian
subcontinent, this one has monsoon in its name

5 The harbinger of monsoons in India, featuring in
ancient Sanskrit literature

6 The male of this pretty common bird species develops
bright yellow plumage during the monsoon to attract
females

BEEEBDDE

Down

1 The beautiful tail of this bird grows longer and resembles
that of the pheasant (hint: write the last word of the name
only)

These birds attract Birders' in flocks to Ajmer to see their
magnificent dance and courtship ritual during monsoons
Previously found in huge numbers in Rajarhat, this small,
radiant bird has now diminished due to habitat loss and
pollution

N
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About Madhav

Madhav Murthy is 17 years old and lives in Ahmedabad,
India.

Madhav undertook this project as a Grade 10 student of
Mahatma Gandhi International School. From the age of
13, he developed a keen interest in birdwatching and
has been on several field trips to observe and
photograph over 960 bird species across India. He has
14 state id jarat, his nati 3

This book is a product of his year long Personal Project,
which is an academic requirement of Grade 10
under the {
Madhav was initiated by Dr. Gopi Sundar (Conservation
g

Madhav wishes to travel to all corners of India and

hopes to observe, study and photograph all the birds of

the Indian sub continent (over 1200+) and stay
withtheb i mother nature.

In the summer of 2023, he was selected by Cornell Lab
of Orni forthe Young Bir 023,

Apart from birdwatching, Madhav is interested in
playing football and golf and also plays percussion
instruments.

o

il i
madhav__murthy !

3 Madhav Murthy

BOOK REVIEW -
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Understanding

Urban Ecology

Correlation befween birds, frees and ~Ahmedabad

Madhayv Murthy

UNDERSTANDING URBAN ECOLOGY -

BY MADHAV MURTHY

REVIEWED BY AMITAVA DUTTA

In our rapidly urbanizing world, society is increasingly
losing sight of the need for harmony with the natural
environment. Achieving balance with nature - in
communities, landscapes, biodiversity conservation,
habitat connectivity, land use, and green spaces -
presents a significant challenge for fast-growing
urban cities.

Against this backdrop, Madhav Murthy, a school
student in Ahmedabad, has made an inspiring
contribution. Drawing from his birdwatching
experiences, he has authored a book on urban
ecology that thoughtfully documents the intricate

relationships between birds, their habitats, and the
city itself.

The inquisitive and budding birder, Madhav, with
1060+ Indian bird species ticked, was intrigued by
the presence of birds in and around the concrete
congregation of Ahmedabad. And thus turned his
bird-watching hobby into a project as part of his
assignment at school. The intense study of human co-
existence with flora and fauna eventually culminated
in presenting his documented observations in his book
‘Understanding Urban Ecology’ .
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This book offers a rewarding experience for bird enthusiasts of all ages. It stands out as an exemplary guide
for making field notes, capturing the nuances of bird behaviour across diverse urban settings. For parents
passionate about nature and birdwatching, it provides both inspiration and a practical framework to nurture
a spirit of observation and documentation in their children. Amidst the bustle of city life, young readers can
discover invaluable lessons, fostering a deeper appreciation and proactive engagement with the natural world
Guided and mentored by Dr Gopi Sundar from NCF, Madhav embarked on birding visits in residential areas of
Ahmedabad such as Bima Nagar Road, Shantivan Society (Navrangpura), Saraswatinagar (Azad Society),
Krishna Society (Panchvati), as well as several parks including Law Garden, Sukhipura Garden, and the Riverfront
Flower Park. His exploration extended to notable water bodies like Chandola, Chandlodia, Kankaria, and Gota
lakes. In recognition of his work, he was selected by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology to participate in the Young
Birders Event in 2023.

The foreword for the book has been written by Dr Gopi Sundar, Bikram Grewal, Asheesh Pittte, Dr Ashwin
Viswanathan, V Santharam amongst others.

I highly recommend birders to get a hand on this book.
Write to madhavmgis@gmail.com for more details.

About Author

AMITAVA DUTTA

Amitava is a seasoned leader with a passion for mentoring and nurturing young talent. A dedicated
conservationist, birder, and adventure seeker, he actively engages in environmental advocacy, citizen
science, and youth leadership development. He also leads the editorial team at the Birdwatchers’
Society (BWS), shaping content that fosters awareness and appreciation for birds and biodiversity. His
commitment to education and awareness initiatives, such as the School of Birds program, reflects his
empathy for wildlife and inspiring the next generation.
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SCHOOL OF BIRDS ROUNDUP
(JUNE TO AUGUST 2025) &

ANANDARUP BHADRA & TITASH CHAKRABARTI

School of Birds is the flagship initiative of Birdwatchers’ Society, designed for school-level children with the
vision of nurturing empathy towards wildlife and conservation as a way of life. At the heart of these initiatives lie
the pillars of our teaching method - Nature Observation, Creative Expression, Scientific Approach, Reflection
& Sharing. With tremendous support from all our partners encouragement and inspiration from our participants
and their institutions, we are continuing on the same path this year. Our work between April to July 2025 has
been mostly restricted indoors due to the blazing summer and the dreary monsoons. But we have embraced
art-integrated workshops, with children experimenting with stop-motion animation as a tool for storytelling. At
the same time, we moved from awareness to action - engaging students in upcycling projects, clean-up drives,
and tree-planting activities, allowing them to directly contribute to the wellbeing of nature.
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Stop Motion Chronicles

The children of our Citizen Interest Group jumped whole-heartedly into the process of imagining a character and
then bringing its story to life. With the help of the facilitators, they came up with a short clip on how a bird was
tormented by plastic inits food.

\ B

Tech"Téqm Backing the Artists!

Giving It Life!

Bird in Flight!

Awareness to Action

Just before the stop motion workshop, on World Environment Day, we had a wonderful outdoor session with
children from New Light Charitable Trust. Here, our partner Trees of Kolkata introduced seed ball preparation for
seed dispersal and sapling plantation. And after our nature walk, we cleaned up the littered waste from a small
portion of Rabindra Sarobar as a way to give back to nature.
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Seed balls

To continue along the thread from the
World Environment Day and the successful
Stop Motion Workshop, at our next session
we found a way to combine the two ideas.
At Kalikapur RFP School, children of Class
V did a waste audit where they segregated
the dry waste from the bins at the school
and discussed how they could reduce
each type of waste collected. Then they
upcycled some of the dry waste to create
characters which were used for stop
motion animation. This was a lot of fun
for the kids and they came up with several
interesting characters while a storyline
also developed organically with the help
of our team.

Find the Owl
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Turtle in Trash

We were now ready to introduce our Bird Club at CWA Sarsuna to Stop Motion using Upcycled Waste. The Bird
Club created several characters with great enthusiasm. They also brought to life the story of a turtle swimming
in a sea of floating garbage and finally getting trapped in one

Bengal Birders’ Meet 2025

: 19th & 20th July, was an exciting weekend
for us thanks to the Bengal Birders’ Meet
| 2025. This gave us a chance to present the
work we had done, especially over the last
year under the umbrella of Birdwatchers’
Society. We had a wonderful time sharing
our labour of love with an audience
packed hall from diverse backgrounds
united by a shared enthusiasm for birds
: and nature.

This was the first chance we got to share
the journey of School of Birds face to
face with students, researchers, forest
officials, nature enthusiasts. It was a

beautiful gathering of like minds and we
are deeply grateful for all the appreciation we received, and mindful that a new horizon has opened up for our

future work because of the love and encouragement bestowed on us.

School of Birds at BBM 2025

But the highlight of the day for us was when we saw Abhigyan and Anurag in the audience, two budding birders
and reqgulars at School of Birds workshops. Their active participation and incisive questions during the sessions
were a reminder of why we do what we do.
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We thank all the volunteers and the BWS team for making this work possible. Our partners, and host institutions
are also invaluable in our efforts. We are glad to have partnered with Photography Club of India for the first
time during this period. In the months ahead, we will continue with our Long Term Programs at CWA Sarsuna
and Kalikapur RFP School. We will also be starting field sessions as soon as the monsoons end. Currently we
are exploring a new direction, educator training, with new partners Priyam Memorial Trust and Disappearing

Dialogues, as well as our familiar partners. Hopefully we will be able to update you on the progress on that front
in the next issue of Fantail.
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BWS UPDATE

Bengal
Birdgzrs’

Meet

E
CONNECT, LEARN AND CONTRIBUTETOTH
SHARED PASSION FOR BIRD CONSERVATION

AND BIOPIVERSITY, S A

> irdwatchers’
"&Socmfy

—_— = T T —
Master of Ceremonies - Hiya Chatterjee ..Welcoming the speakers

BENGAL BIRDERS’ MEET 2025: A REPORT

A Vibrant Confluence of Conservation, Citizen Science & Community

Organized by Venue: Dates:
The Birdwatchers’ i Biswa Bangla Convention Centre, 19th - 20th July
Society Kolkata 2025

The second edition of Bengal Birders’ Meet (BBM 2025) concluded with resounding success, reaffirming the
Birdwatchers’ Society’s pivotal role in fostering a community rooted in avian conservation, citizen science,
and public engagement. Held over two meticulously curated days, BBM 2025 welcomed over 350 participants,
including ornithologists, conservationists, forest officials, ecologists, nature educators, photographers, students,
and citizen birders - creating a vibrant huddle of passion and purpose.
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Thisyear’sconfluence was more thananevent - it was a celebration of shared passion, purpose, and perspectives.
Notably, 50% of the participants were students, affirming the commitment to engaging and empowering the
next generation of conservationists.

Thematic Focus and Highlights
Thismeetwasenvisionedasaconfluenceofscience,storytelling,andstewardship. The sessionswerethematically
diverse, covering ecological research, conservation case studies, and innovations in bird monitoring. With
large contingent of students, the program reinforsed BWS’s commitment to intergenerational knowledge
transfer and inclusive conservation education.

A landmark moment of the event was the release of a Special Cover by India Post, showcasing the White-
throated Kingfisher (Halcyon smyrnensis) - West Bengal’s State Bird. This symbolic act underscored the
richness of West Bengal’s avifauna and became the catalyst for a historic declaration.

BWS formally proposed the 3rd Sunday of July as ‘Kingfisher Day’, initiating the Kingfisher Census Week to
document and conserve these dazzling indicators of freshwater ecosystem health.

With all 12 Indian kingfisher species recorded in the state, the move was both timely and ecologically significant.

Kingfisher Day will stand as a testament to our commitment to preserving freshwater biodiversity
and celebrating one of nature’s most charismatic bird families,

said Dr Kanad Baidya (Asst Secretary), during his evocative session on the “Splendour of
Kingfishers of West Bengal”.

INAUGURAL AND SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS

Day 1 commenced with a Presidential Welcome Address by Mr Biswapriya Rahut.

The keynote presentation by Dr Asad Rahmani, former Director of BNHS, on “Emerging Threats to Indian Birds”,
set a rigorous academic tone for the meet, delving into threats like climate anomalies, habitat fragmentation,
and anthropogenic pressures.

Subsequent sessions explored diverse themes:

Hornbill Conservation in Changing Landscapes - Dr Aparajita Datta
(accompanied by the launch of the Hornbill Conservation Action Plan)

Transboundary Bird Conservation in Southeast Asia - Dr Yong Ding Li
Sundarbans as a Flyway Landscape - Mr Jones Justin, IFS

Field-based Monitoring in the Ganga - Fulhar Basin - Mr Jiju Jaesper, IFS
Proposed Scientific study on Central Asian Flyway - Mr Milan Mandal, IFS
Pakhi Dekha: A Lifelong Affair with Bird - Smt Chaiti Banerjee

Conservation is not about protecting forests alone. It is about protecting the ecological fabric that
sustains us — from birds to wetlands to local communities.

— Dr Asad Rahmani
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The first day concluded with a compelling presentation on the West Bengal Bird Atlas (WBBA) by Maj B.S. Parihar
and Dr Ashwin V, which introduced the audience to the prototype of this ambitious, grid-based avian mapping
initiative leveraging eBird as a platform for standardized data aggregation.

N irdwatchers’ |

OO Society

A CELEBRATION OF

tC h ers gl / ) | oiRos, NATURE & CONSERVATION

Society
Ve
A CELEBRATION OF |
BIRDS, NATURE & CONSERVATION

Bengal
Birdzs'

, " : ‘ Dr Asad Rahmani speaking on
Biswapriya Rahut - Welcome address B Emerging Threats to Indian Birds

Day 2: Deepening Dialogue and Community Perspectives

The second day opened with “Pakshi Pitti”, a session on seabird nesting dynamics in the Indian Ocean by Rajdeep
Mitra, followed by explorations into “Elevational migration in the Himalayas” presented by Tarun Menon; and
“Community - based hornbill conservation in North Bengal” a joint presentation by Karishma Pradhan & Shilpita
Mandal.
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One of the most engaging sessions was “School of Birds: Class Without Walls”, where educators Mr Titash
Chakrabarti and Mr Anandarup Bhadra outlined BWS’s ecological literacy program for schoolchildren.

A fitting climax to the meet was the Panel Discussion on the Future of Bird and Habitat Conservation in West
Bengal, moderated by Dr Ashwin Vishanathan. The panel included noted experts such as:

©® Dr Asad Rahmani

@ Dr Apardgjita Datta

® MrDebal Ray, IFS (PCCF, HOFF)
@® DrDipankar Ghose (WWF-India)
©® DrKaushik Deuti (ZSI)

The discussion brought critical challenges to the fore - wetland encroachment, policy inertia, and climate-
linked shifts in bird behaviour - and briefly touched upon the pathways forward.

2025-2040

HORNBILLS of
NORTH BENGAL
Hornbill e P
Conservation
Action Plan

fatchers’
Society

BEIE = .y | ==X e ]
lers’, = e : »

Launch of the Hornbill Conservation Action Plan

Concluding Reflections

In the backdrop of ecological uncertainty, BBM 2025 emerged as platform for renewed action - a gathering
that did more than share information; it sparked renewed commitments, sowed seeds of collaboration, and
celebrated the enduring wonder of birds. As the Birdwatchers’ Society looks ahead, its vision remains clear: to
make citizen-led conservation the cornerstone of biodiversity preservation in West Bengal and beyond.
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“Every sighting, every record, every conversation matters. BBM is not just an event; it’s a movement”, echoed the
sentiment throughout the hall.

The Vote of Thanks, delivered by Mr Sujan Chatterjee, Secretary of BWS, acknowledged not only the speakers

and participants but also the unsung heroes - the volunteers, sponsors, publishers, administrators, caterers and
partner institutions - whose collective efforts made BBM 2025 a landmark event.

o
M nranccl‘""u‘ﬂ

ioN FOR

4D CONSER' By

| IMPORTANCE QF SUNDARBANS I
| : MIGRATORY FLYWAYS
\irdwatchers’ .

| v, /,/ W ¢ AND
Acsm.ouso?mty‘* = . CHALLENGES IN CONSERVATION OF

BIRDS, NATURF & CONS?R\‘IASH‘ TH E LAN DSCA P E

JONES JUSTIN IFS|
DEPUTY FIELD DIRECTOR
SUNDARBAN TIGER RESERVE

We sincerely salute our sponsors for their steadfast commitment to conservation. Their support

reflects a rare depth of conviction. Sponsors are the very bedrock of our survival; without them,
our efforts would not take flight.

— Mr Sujan Chatterjee, Secretary, Birdwatchers’ Society m
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VOICES THAT MATTER

Feedback from those who attended

< | Anirban Saha o
* YTh - G
Bengal Birders Meet 2025.

1 am just back from 1.5 days Bengal Birders Meat, and
1 must say | am so pleasantly happy and content. Tha
arganising tearm did a fantastic job in putting this
togathar,

Thee sessions were rushed but if one just
concentrates and listens, it is great value addition.
Tha contant that the Birdwalchers' Socialy presented
s premium guality, and | look forward to the next
ears evient.

Thank you Sauranil for dragging me out of my hame
for this, D

BWS seems Lo be making changes on the grownd and
every stakeholder in this part of the country should
came logethar in thesrr support. Our ecosystam is
alrgady sufficiently fragmented, This is the time o
corme, urnite, Support, even il itis event-based, and
aven if we do not fully align with key members of
different organisations. This is something incredible
that is taking shape and | would want everybody to be
a part of this and make this bigger.

1wirite this with a very happy heart. God bless the
team!

Hello, | am Ganesh Gupta .
I'm a Commerce dent with a strong interest in birds
and nature.

It was a great expenence attending Bengal Birders" Meet
2025, Even as someone from a non-science
sackground, | found the sessions emgaging, informative,
and very inspir

Thanks to the organizers for such a wonderful event!

tD ta
It was excellent, well organized event. Every
aspect of the meet was of a very high guality.
The quality of the presentations were highly
informative and well structured. | learnt a lot
from this event.
Kudos to the organizers. 1PM

ry

Hello,this is Sayak Kr. Sasmal from Jadavpur University.

It was a truly amazing experience to be a part of 'Beng:
Birders' Meet 2025' by BWS. The sessions were full of
, ma
Il spe

conservation awareness.

| am very happy and grateful to be the part of thi
programme and really appreciated to arrange th

to bring the people from all the various branches and
field backgrounds.

Az a suggestion for the future ew
icipants into this programme Poster comp

onment will be the great
ones to add especially for all the students!

Today, | had the unique opportunity to attend the very much edu_c ative a_nd informative. '_I'he
Bengal Birders' Meet at the Biswa Bangla Convention| ns were interesting. Congratulations as
well as thanks to the entire team of organizers

vho sk mecical doctor ¢ for such a nice event.
inspired by the experies

and protection of various bird specie:

| strongly encourage all interested individuals to step
forward and a ely participate i meaningful
conferences. These gathe al role in

5 nderful experien
Birders' Meet 2025, The sessi g
and covered a wide spectrum of topics from
scientific research to conservation renass. |
especially appreciated the efforts taken to bring
and field

attending the Bengal
sions were thoughtfully
th many birders added great
ellent planni
I'd love to join again and please share the
participation link for the it event here. '+

weoth and professional. Kudos to the entire
g team for managing everything so
thoughtfully!

it's a very amazing experience with this 2 days
event. | learned a lot from Guests and their
works in various fields & like realising life should
be interesting by watching birds and connecting
to nature !

Thanks to BW Society , organisers & s
for organising this amazing event. Hope to join

stion for future editions, it would be lovely to
ster presentations or a photography
competition specifi
young participan platform to showe
express their creativity, and engay
the community.

Than ain for such an enriching and
inspiring event. Looking forward to the next one! » ¥

58
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Batul P

s variou ds of people. Some
on birding regular
1t to but due to ¢
n do so little. | cannot put into
words how refreshing and rejuvenating these
2 days were. So many new things learned and - .P ep 10/15 minutes for
the hunger to learn more harged up now. ual presentation. :

A wonderful program with distinguished Thanks to all who made it happen. 4 > hoos 5 end

speakers and very well organized
Congratulations to Team BWS

Thank You, Pentax Binoculars!
We extend our heartfelt thanks to Pentax Binoculars for
their active participation at the Bengal Birders’ Meet 2025.
It was truly heartening to see a steady stream of BBM 2025
participants visiting the Pentax stall throughout the day,
engaging with the latest optics and innovations. Over the
years, the BWS-Pentax partnership has matured into a
strong, closely bonded relationship, built on shared passion
and mutual benefits. We deeply value this collaboration and
look forward to many more bird-filled journeys together.

It was an absolute privilege for PENTAX to be a part of the
Bengal Birders Meet 2025, a remarkable convergence of
distinguished naturalists, environmental conservation
leaders, and passionate birding enthusiasts. This grand

gathering not only celebrated the beauty of nature

but also reinforced the shared responsibility we hold
towards its preservation. Engaging with our esteemed
Pentax binocular users and exchanging insights was
both inspiring and deeply rewarding. Events like these
reaffirm our commitment to supporting the community
of nature explorers and conservation advocates across
India.

J. Vaghela, Country Manager - India
RICOH Imaging Co. Limited
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PENTAX Optics stall at Bengal Birders’ Meet 2025

Dr Asad Rahmani with a PENTAX Binocular.
Doing the honour is Mr Sujan Chatterjee -
Secretary, Birdwatchers’ Society
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BWS UPDATE

HERONRY COUNT

AVIJAN SAHA

Introduction

This year, the annual heronry count was organised
in the Naksalbari and Khoribari block areas on 13
July 2025 and 10 Aug 2025. Four organisations,
including Airavat, Optopic, BWS and the Siliguri
Photographers’  Association ~ (SPA),  jointly
conducted this program in the Naksalbari region.
We have been monitoring large heronry colonies
in this region for the past four years, this being the
fifth year.

Method

We divided the participants into two groups, with both
groups starting their counts simultaneously. The late
afternoon period was selected for counting, as herons
typically return from their foraging zones during this
time. We also conducted a secondary count after dark
to confirm population estimates.

The main counting session ran from 15:30 to 18:30 hrs.
Before this, we surveyed two major foraging zones in
the Naksalbari block—Mechi and Panitanki—using a
fixed-point count method for two hours (13:00-15:00
hrs). Here, too, two separate teams were deployed to
avoid double-counting.
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Results
This fifth heronry count covered seven individual nesting trees in and around Naksalbari Bazar, as well as the
Mechi riverbed, where herons, storks, and egrets were actively foraging.

Counted figures:

® Black-headed Ibis ( Threskiornis melanocephalus) - 370 individuals, including 85+ breeding pairs (nests
distributed across 7 trees)

® Red-naped Ibis (Pseudibis papillosa) - 17 individuals (Mechi and Naksalbari)

® Lesser Adjutant Stork (Leptoptilos javanicus) - 3 individuals (Mechi)

® Asian Openbill (Anastomus oscitans) - 2 individuals (Mechi)

® Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) - 70+ individuals in 5 trees (Naksalbari)

o Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) - 41 individuals, including 7 nests (Naksalbari)

® Intermediate Egret (Ardea intermedia) - 32 individuals, including 6 nests (Naksalbari)

@ Indian Pond Heron (Ardeola grayii) - 23 individuals, including 4 nests (Naksalbari)

® Little Cormorant (Microcarbo niger) - 14 individuals, including 2 nests (Naksalbari)

Outcome

This year, the colonial distribution extended across seven trees, compared to five trees last year. The Black-
headed Ibis was the dominant species, over the Red-naped Ibis in this locality. These regular seasonal counts
help us monitor population dynamics, nesting patterns and sites, foraging zones, and movement trends.
Notably, the Black-headed Ibis was also recorded in the Fulbari wetland this year. Airavat documented around
seven individuals there and tracked them up to Phansidewa.

® Avijan Saha e Dipprovo Majumdar
® Shekhar Pal i @ Debapratim Saha
® Santu Dutta ® Pran Gobinda Nag

Team Members

Led by Avijan Saha, members were
drawn from - Airavat, BWS, SPA , Optopic
including other individuals. The team list:

® Mousumi Datta ® Bimal Debnath
® Biswapriya Rahut ® Sisir Debnath
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BWS UPDATE

EVOLUTION AND EVALUATION -

BIRDWATCHING TOURISM IN s

SIKKIM

DR PETER LOBO, CHEWANG R BONPO, DIBYENDU ASH

“We dedicate this article to the adventure cell staff,
young mountaineer and nature enthusiast - Mr. Asal
Rai, who lost his life during the Nun Kun expedition in
Ladakh on 15th of July 2025.

The training days started every morning at 5 AM
following the assembly under his supervision. Later,
we, mentors carried forward the day with field
activities and theory classes” .

The birds of Sikkim and their habitat have thrilled
the nature enthusiasts for centuries since the first
scientific documentation era of Sir Joseph Dalton
Hooker in the nineteenth century, who was a
biogeographer, botanist and a traveller. If we start
talking about Sir JD Hooker, his account of writing
covers the natural history as well as places he had

visited. In the 20th century multiple visits by different
European naturalists enriched the data bank of flora
andfaunaofthe Chogyalruledstate of Sikkim. We must
mention the names of Salim Ali and Biswamoy Biswas
- who further investigated via field studies and avian
observations with minute details. In the beginning of
21st century, the availability of optical instruments
like = binoculars and cameras made birdwatching
popular for the general visitors to the state. Most of
the earlier explorations or documentation whatever
happened in the state was pioneered by people from
other states of India or abroad. There was very little
or no active involvement of the local birdwatchers in
field ornithology.
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Understanding The Needs:

Though culturally progressive, the lack of awareness about the value of its natural and cultural assets had kept
the state’s stakeholders in the background. After Sikkim’s merger with India and its subsequent parliamentary
representation, many developmental initiatives were introduced to benefit the state. The Bird Guide Training
Program of IHCAE is one such noteworthy project, funded by the World Bank, designed to create employment
opportunities for the sons and daughters of Sikkim.

The landlocked state has eleven IBAs, within it one UNESCO heritage national park and six wildlife sanctuaries
are squeezed in. The birdwatchers arrive here twice each year, during the summer and autumn months, when
the bird activity is at its peak. Accordingly, another step was planned at the beneficiary level to engage the
trained and qualified guides to host domestic and foreign tourists.

At the constituency level, Sikkim has 32 parts. The program was mapped in such a way so that it had balanced
representation from all corners of Sikkim. To boost the local economy, the creation of these led to employment
opportunities both within the state and at the national level.

Succession Process:

The 2024 IHCAE - Bird Guide Training
Course had two parts. The 15 days

Enhancing Birdwatching

of basic course, that took place in Exorbien
September 2024 and the later advance

. ; Key Attributes of an
course was conducted in the month of TR Effective Bird Guide

January 2025. From the 25 individuals B by Dr Peter Lobo
enrolled under this scheme for the il
basic guide training program, only
18 students progressed further to the
advance course. Those who graduated
were honoured with the Bird Guide
License and Completion certificate.
In continuation of this scheme it is
planned to carry on this Bird Guide
Training Course for the next four years.
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Qualitative Assessments:
The license is valid for two years and each guides own a log book to record the
data through eBird checklists from the individual trips that they would carry. On
the third year of the license renewal, individuals would appear for the refresher
aptitude test and produce the log book.

IHCAE Basic & Advance Bird Guide Training Program
e Basic Course: 2nd September 2024 to 16th September 2024
e Advance Course: 28th December 2024 to 11th January 2025

Places Visited - IHCAE (Chamchey-SK), Pakyong Forest Block (SK), Zuluk-
Pangolakha WLS (SK), Latpanchar-Mahananda WLS (WB), Rongtong (WB),
Gajoldoba (WB), Singhik (SK), Lachung (SK), Yumthang (SK)

Dr Peter Lobo, Mr Chewang R Bonpo and Mr Dibyendu Ash were the instructors
of both the basic and advance course. During the training program, particpants
: covered different Important Bird Areas (IBAs), that a generic bird guide, must-
have knowledge about such as the landscapes of Sikkim & Darjeeling-Kalimpong Himalayas.

This advance course covered all the bird habitats ranging from 150 meters to 4000 meters in elevation. The main
objective of this training was to see the birds and observe bird behaviours in their natural habitat including the
logistics handling during actual guiding event.

Acknowledgements:

We are thankful to Government of Sikkim
and its administrative setup Mr Neerqgj
Pradhan  (Principal ~ Chief  Engineer,
DoT&CAV), Mr Kazi Sherpa (Joint Director,
Adventure Cell, DoT&CAV), Mr Manoj Kumar
Chettri (Deputy Director, Adventure Cell,
DOT&CAV), Mrs Pema D Bhutia (Assistant
Director, Adventure Cell, DoT&CAV), Ms
Shanti Rai (Senior Instructor - IHCAE
Chamchey, Adventure Cell, DoT&CAV), and
finally Mr Asal Rai (Mountaineer & Instructor
- IHCAE, Chamchey, DoT&CAV).

Late Mountaineer Asal Rai was a great
human being and a passionate teacher. Mr
Rai lost his life during Nun Kun expedition in
Ladakh on 15th of July ’25, a very passionate
mountaineer who loved his job of
mountaineering more than anything. There
are no words to express how saddened we
are at the loss of an IHCAE team mentor!

IHCAE:
Indian Himalayan Center for Adventure & Eco-tourism
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FRESH & RARE ARRIVALS

etween June and September(till 6th) 2025, as the monsoon graces India, our community of birders
remained vibrant and keen-eyed. Sightings of species listed as "Highest Priority’ for West Bengal in
the State of India’s Birds Report, 2023, are always a cause for celebration.

Below is a compilation of our remarkable stop-over guests who captivated us this during this period.

2025-2026 Arrivals - June-July-Aug-Sept (Jun 7t" - Sept 6*)

SrNo BIRD SPECIES LOCN -1 LOCN - 2 SIGHTING DATES

01 Rufous-necked Hornbill Latpanchar, Darjeeling Jhandi, Kalimpong 08 June 2025; 08 Aug 2025

02 Oriental Pied Hornbill Gorumara National Park, Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur 09 June 2025; 16 Aug 2025
Jalpaiguri

03 Ruddy Kingfisher Sundarban Tiger Reserve, | Sundarban Tiger Reserve, 10 June 2025; 02 Aug 2025
South 24 Parganas South 24 Parganas

04 Jungle Prinia Kankrajhore, Jhargram Paschim Narayanpur, Birbhum | 15 June 2025; 06 July 2025

05 Mangrove Pitta Sundarban Tiger Reserve, | Sundarban Tiger Reserve, 22 June 2025; 18 Aug 2025
South 24 Parganas South 24 Parganas

06 Osprey Sundarban Tiger Reserve, | Sundarban Tiger Reserve, 22 June 2025; 16 Aug 2025
South 24 Parganas South 24 Parganas

07 Chestnut-capped Babbler | Amta, Howrah Sundarban Tiger Reserve, 23 June 2025; 16 Aug 2025

South 24 Parganas

08 Brown Parrotbill Senchal Wildlife Senchal Wildlife 26 June 2025; 17 Aug 2025
Sanctuary, Darjeeling Sanctuary, Darjeeling

09 Great Parrotbill Senchal Wildlife Senchal Wildlife 30 June 2025; 17 Aug 2025
Sanctuary, Darjeeling Sanctuary, Darjeeling

10 Buffy Fish Owl Sundarban Tiger Reserve, | Sundarban Tiger Reserve, 01 July 2025; 09 Aug 2025
South 24 Parganas South 24 Parganas

11 Fulvous Parrotbill Senchal Wildlife Senchal Wildlife 02 July 2025; 17 Aug 2025
Sanctuary, Darjeeling Sanctuary, Darjeeling

12 Brown-winged Kingfisher | Sundarban Tiger Reserve, | Sundarban Tiger Reserve, 07 July 2025; 27 July 2025
South 24 Parganas South 24 Parganas

13 Chestnut-winged Cuckoo | Sundarban Tiger Reserve, | Newtown, North 24 16 July 2025; 29 Aug 2025
South 24 Parganas Parganas

- Species according to Highest Priority by State for West Bengal as per State of India’s Birds Report, 2023

About Author
PRIYAM CHATTOPADHYAY

Priyam is a Kolkata-based IT professional with a keen interest in birdwatching and avian
photography. For the past decade, Priyam has been studying bird habitats and migration patterns
across varied landscapes.
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PERSPECTIVES
CLOUDS GIVE WAY TO A PATCH OF BLUE

Forgot to pack
my blue raincoat
again !l

Courtesy : TITASH CHAKRABARTI
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Credit: Trisha Biswas, Class VI, Sabalpur Adarsha Vidyapith (H.S), North 24 Pgs.
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